This year, the Texas Young Lawyers Association worked hard to provide practical resources to help those we serve better deal with economic challenges. We did this by focusing on young lawyers and law students, the community, children, and access to justice.
Office in a Flash
TYLA created Office in a Flash to provide young lawyers with information on various topics relevant to establishing a law practice. It includes information about business plans, firm structure, office logistics, technology, and how to obtain and manage revenue. Also included is a free one-hour CLE on law office management and four 10-minute segments from successful lawyers who have already made this journey.
• 500 flash drives distributed nationwide.
• Included on the 2011 State Bar Annual Meeting flash drive containing the course materials.
• Presented at the July 2010 Bar Leaders Conference in Houston to more than 50 attendees, as well as at an Austin Young Lawyers Association CLE and at two Dallas CLEs, which had more than 125 attendees. • Free and available at www.tyla.org.
• More than 1,500 hits on the website.
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TYLA Supporting Young Lawyers
Tools for Winning New Clients
Tools for Winning New Clients is a new resource that can be found on the TYLA website. This tool gives young lawyers assistance in marketing their skills and developing clients by connecting them with potential clients through various speaking opportunities. It also includes prepared presentations on various legal topics that young lawyers can use when speaking to civic and business groups.
Affiliates Website Generator
TYLA designed and launched the Affiliate Website Generator to provide free local affiliate website hosting through the TYLA website. This service also provides tech support for these affiliates when building their own websites. This past year, TYLA has hosted numerous webinars, conference calls, and other training tools to assist local affiliates in creating and maintaining their own websites. More than 10 local affiliates have created websites from the generator.
Bar Leaders Conference
The 2010 Bar Leaders Conference in Houston brought together lawyers in various leadership positions with local bar organizations and young lawyer affiliates from across the state to exchange ideas on projects, promote networking, and foster leadership in the legal profession.
• In 2010, more than 75 young lawyers from 27 local young lawyer affiliates attended the program.
Local Affiliate Grants
TYLA supports its affiliated young lawyer bar associations by providing funding to support their local programs and projects.
• In 2010-11, TYLA awarded more than $20,000 in funding and materials to 17 local affiliates to fund creative and worthwhile projects in their respective communities.
TYLA Supporting Young Lawyers
TYLA Roadshows
• Designed to assist small-to medium-sized bar associations in providing quality leadership and CLE programs to their members at no cost.
• Hosted a road show for the Val Verde County Bar Association • Hosted a road show for military lawyers at Fort Hood and the surrounding area.
• Accepted an invitation extended by the Denton County Young Lawyers Association to attend its first annual Flower Mound Ethics CLE presentation. Although not a traditional road show, TYLA provided an Ethics Jeopardy CLE for 40 attendees, in addition to discussing the public service outreach mission and various projects undertaken by TYLA on a statewide basis.
At the Fort Hood Road Show in February 2011
At the Del Rio Road Show 6 7
Local Affiliate 2011 Awards of Achievement Winners
The Awards of Achievement Program provides TYLA affiliates the opportunity to submit their best project for evaluation and recognition. The awards are designed to encourage project development by recognizing the time, effort, and skills expended by these affiliates in implementing public service and professional service projects in their communities. This year, TYLA recognized the following young lawyer organizations for finding time to make a difference. 
LARGE CITY Comprehensive
Ten Minute Mentor (www.tenminutementor.com)
• Website dedicated to short, instructional videos designed to assist young lawyers in all aspects of the law from transactions to litigation to law practice management.
• Added 20 new segments throughout the year.
• More than 30,000 hits and more than 2,500 visitors per month.
• Ten Minute Mentor Goes to Law School (www.tmmlawschool.com) videos are an extension of Ten Minute Mentor and assist aspiring and current law students with segments covering topics that include admission requirements of Texas law schools, student loan advice, how to succeed in law school, practice areas, and job searching tips.
• Videos can also be accessed through
AfterTheBarExam.com, a State Bar program that targets those who have taken the Texas Bar exam and are awaiting the results.
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TYLA Supporting Young Lawyers
Success Strategies and Key Lessons for Young Lawyers Course
The 
Choosing and Courting a Jury Course
The Choosing and Courting a Jury CLE was held in Houston. The CLE featured presentations on the law and technique of voir dire, the use of focus groups in jury selection, integrating technology into the voir dire process, judicial perspectives on voir dire, and the use and misuse of jury questionnaires in state and federal courts.
Federal Court Practice Course
The Federal Court Practice CLE was held in Dallas. The CLE provides instruction on practicing law in the federal courts and satisfies the educational requirements for admission to the Southern District of Texas and for certification to e-file. In addition to a judges' panel, the CLE covered the following topics:
• Service of process, the answer, and extraordinary remedies • Transitioning from trial to appeal -post-trial motions • Clerk's office resources (Electronic Case Filing System) • The do's and don'ts of taking federal criminal appointments eNews • TYLA's monthly electronic newsletter is distributed to more than 25,000 lawyers each month.
• Provides substantive legal articles and tips for young lawyers.
• Highlights TYLA projects, as well as local affiliate projects and leaders.
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The Little Voice Four children die every day from child abuse. This horrible statistic is impossible to ignore and represents a danger that all of our children face. This year, TYLA reminded and educated everyone not only of the signs of abuse, but also of the responsibility we all have to report any suspected abuse. The Little Voice is a multifaceted approach to that effort. Thanks in large part to a generous grant from the Texas Bar Foundation, TYLA produced a video, posters, pamphlets, magnets, pushcards, and public service announcements for television and radio in both English and Spanish outlining the legal and ethical duty we all have to protect children who are unable to protect themselves. 
If you suspect child abuse, it is your duty under the law to report it.
You could save a child's life.
TEXAS CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE:
1-800-252-5400
NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE:
1-800-4-A-CHILD
Senator Carlos Uresti and Jennifer Evans Morris at the Go Blue Rally at the Capitol on April 6, 2011, to support child abuse prevention efforts
"We cannot break the cycle of violence until we end the silence."
-Victor Rivas Rivers
R U Safe?
The award-winning R U Safe? Protecting Yourself in Cyberspace continues to be one of TYLA's most popular resources. With the advent of social networking sites -and the prevalence of cell phones -today's children and teens are more open to sharing personal information with online friends. As a result, children and teens are more suspectible to being exploited by Internet predators, being bullied by their peers, and landing themselves and their parents in legal trouble. Education regarding online safety is instrumental in the fight against online predators.
R U Safe? is a four-part DVD designed to educate children and their parents about online dangers and give them the tools needed to be safe while online. The DVD is intended to serve students at every age level (elementary, middle school, and high school), and also contains a section for parents. It covers such wide-ranging topics as cyber bullying, social networking sites, chat rooms, "sexting," and online predators. Children are taught how to report suspicious activity and are educated about the legal ramifications of certain online behavior.
R U Safe? has been embraced by communities across the state. More than 5,000 DVDs were distributed this year. The Houston Bar Association and Houston Young Lawyers Association have distributed more than 1,200 copies to Houston schools. The Dallas District Attorney's Office has distributed more than 1,000 copies. In addition, the Texas PTA has adopted R U Safe? statewide. The website remains popular -more than 3,000 hits in six months. 
Winner of the 2010 LexisNexis Community and Educational
TYLA Helping the Community
Legal Guide for Cancer Patients
• A Spanish version was printed this year.
• Distributed copies to more than 200 attendees at Baylor Hospital in Dallas. TYLA members presented information on family law, probate, disability, and insurance and liability issues.
Employment Law Basics for New Employers
• Provides an overview of the overlapping state and federal requirements so new or first-time Texas employers can avoid employment disputes with their employees.
Loan Modification Scam Pamphlet
• Created in collaboration with the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law to address mortgage fraud.
• Available in English and Spanish.
• Addresses the following topics: * Describes common types of loan modification scams * Identifies red flags indicating a potential scam * Includes a guide to legitimate sources of free assistance available to homeowners facing foreclosure * Provides self-help methods that homeowners can employ if they have been scammed * Lists contact information of agencies prosecuting scammers * Encourages homeowners to report loan modification
Occupational Licenses in Texas
• Designed to provide a basic introduction to the governmental structure for regulating occupational licenses, the process for obtaining and maintaining occupational licenses, and the potential pitfalls that may cause a person or business to be denied, or lose, a license.
Oil & Gas Basics for Homeowners
• Designed for homeowners who have been approached by someone wanting to lease their mineral estate and to provide basic knowledge of some of the most common terms used in many residential oil and gas leases so homeowners are more educated when making decisions regarding their mineral estates.
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSES IN TEXAS T E X A S Y O U N G L A W Y E R S A S S O C I A T I O N A N D T H E S T A T E B A R O F T E X A S
F o l l e t o S o b r e E s t a f a s E n M o d i f i c a c i ó n d e P r é s t a m o s o T H E S T A T E B A R O F T E X A S L O A N M O D I F I C AT I O N S C A M PA M P H L E T T H E S T A T E B A R O F T E X A S
4/11 OIL & GAS BASICS FOR HOMEOWNERS C T E X A S Y O U N G L A W Y E R S A S S O C I A T I O N A N D T H E S T A T E B A R O F T E X A S
Turning Points
• TYLA engaged in a collaborative effort with the Annette Strauss Institute and the University of Texas to educate high school students through film about the legal framework surrounding the country's most interesting topics of debate.
• The first piece asks, "When is it acceptable for the government to intrude into a person's private affairs?" through dramatization of search-andseizure issues. The film, curriculum, and study guide teaches constitutional issues to high school students in a compelling way while encouraging open dialogue of these issues.
• The project meets TEKS requirements.
They Had a Dream Too: Young Leaders of the Civil Rights Movement
• An Emmy Award-winning project that educates students about the role that young people played in the civil rights movement and encourages students that they too can make a difference. • Rollouts were done in Dallas, Texarkana, and Fort Worth to more than 1,500 students.
Vote America! Honor the Fight, Exercise Your Right
• Educates students about heroic efforts of the past relating to voting rightsincluding the enactments of the Fifteenth, Nineteenth, and Twenty-Sixth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution -and the struggles associated with the 1965 Voting Rights Act.
• Encourages understanding of each citizen's role in defending democracy today.
• Rollouts were done in Austin, Texarkana, San Antonio, Frisco, and El Paso to more than 100 students.
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TYLA Assisting Texas Students
El Paso Pre-Law Diversity Summit
• The second annual El Paso Pre-Law Diversity Symposium took place October 22, 2010, at the University of Texas at El Paso. The keynote speaker was Presiding Judge Philip Martinez of the U.S. Western District Court. More than 150 area high school students were in attendance. TYLA Immediate Past President Cori A. Harbour and TYLA Chair-elect Alfonso Cabañas were in attendance. Several local minority attorneys attended during a lunch presentation and gave their perspective on being lawyers.
Central Texas Diversity Forum
• The TYLA Diversity Committee partnered with Baylor Law School to host the second annual Central Texas Diversity Forum February 17, 2011, at the law school campus. Students from high schools in the Central Texas area attended the forum, which reaches out to students who are at risk of not attending college and post-graduate education. The forum brought these students face to face with attorneys in diverse practices. 
TYLA Helping Law Students
TYLA Minority Scholarship Program
• Promotes diversity in the legal profession by assisting members of minority populations within the State to enter the legal profession and participate in the programs and activities of TYLA and the State Bar of Texas.
• The TYLA Diversity Committee awarded a $1,000 scholarship to one minority student at each Texas law school that submitted an application.
• The 2010-2011 scholarship recipients are:
Diversity Dinner
The TYLA Diversity Dinner brings together attorneys from a broad array of practice areas, including government lawyers and corporate counsel, as well as local bar and student associations, to help raise awareness and explore diversity in the legal community.
At the 2011 Diversity Dinner on May 5 in Houston, keynote speaker Doug Jones, a former U.S. Attorney, discussed his role in convicting those responsible for the 1963 bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, and the impact of the struggle for civil rights on the lives of all Americans. Texas Fifth District Court of Appeals Chief Justice Carolyn Wright joined the discussion.
